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SUB J : BOUGAINVILLE DISPUTE SPILLS OVER TO SOLOMON ISLANDS 

1. CHIEF MINISTER FOR THE SOLOMON ISLANDS, SOLOMON MAMALONI. 
WAS REPORTED IN LOCAL PRESS AS STATING AUGUST 6 THAT SHORTLAND 
ISLANDS WANTED TO BREAK AWAY FROM THE SOLOMONS AND JOIN 
BOUGAINVILLE. MAMALONI ALSO SAID THAT THE SOLOMONS' WESTERN 
DISTRICT COUNCIL AREA, WITH 40,000 OF THE COUNTRY'S 180,000 
POPULATION WISHED TO SECEDE. MAMALONI STATED SOLOMONS 
GOVERNMENT'S POSITION ON THE BOUGAINVILLE ISSUE WAS ONE OF 
NEUTRALITY, AND THAT THE MATTER WAS ENTIRELY "MICHAEL SOMARE'S 
INTERNAL BUSINESS." HE ACKNOWLEDGED, HOWEVER, THAT THE 
PROXIMITY OF BOUGAINVILLE TO THE NORTHERN PART OF THE 
SOLOMONS AND ITS ETHNIC TIES CALLED FOR LINKS WITH BOUGAINVILLE 
AND THE SHORTLAND ISLANDS WHICH WOULD ALLOW FOR FREE 
FLOWS OF INFLUENCE BOTH WAYS. MAMALONI SAID THAT THE 
BOUGAINVILLE ISSUE WAS "A HOT POTATO AND ITS INFLUENCES 
WERE GRADUALLY SWEEPING INTO THE SOLOMONS." HE ADDED 
THAT FOR ANY GOVERNMENT THIS WAS A TERRIBLE HEADACHE. 
MAMALONI CONCLUDED SOLOMONS GOVERNMENT "NOW AND IN THE 
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GO, WITHOUT FULLY DISCUSSING THE IMPLICATIONS WITH THOSE 
CONCERNED." 

2. BOUGAINVILLE SECESSION LEADERS PLAN SEND TEAM TO 
THE SOLOMON ISLANDS TO ESTABLISH CLOSER LINKS, AND 
DISCUSS A POSSIBLE MERGER. TEAM TO INCLUDE LEO HANNETT, 
RAPHAEL BELE (MHA BOUGAINVILLE CENTRAL) AND SEVERAL 
TRADITIONAL LEADERS. HOWEVER, BOUGAINVILLE PROVINCIAL 
GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN, AUGUST 6 DISCOUNTED PROSPECTS OF 
AN IMMEDIATE MERGER WITH THE SOLOMONS AFTER THE BPG'S 
DECLARED BREAKAWAY DATE OF SEPTEMBER 1. THE BPG HAS 
EXPRESSED A DESIRE FOR STRONGER LINKS WITH THE SOLOMONS, 
AND HOPES TO KEEP THIS AVENUE OPEN HANNETT SAID. HE 
ADDED THAT TALK OF AN IMMEDIATE MERGER WOULD BE UNWISE 
BECUASE OF THE DIFFERENT ECONOMIC AND DEVELOPMENTAL 
LEVELS BETWEEN THE TWO AREAS. 

3. COMMENT: THERE IS NO QUESTION THAT A B OU GAIN VILLE- 
SOLOMON ISLANDS MERGER WOULD RESULT IN THE WELL EDUCATED, 
DYNAMIC B OU GAIN VILLI AN S DOMINATING THE REST OF THE 
SOLOMONS. POLITICALLY THE SOLOMONS ARE ONLY BEGINNING 

TO EMERGE FROM THEIR COLONIAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE 
BRITISH AND HAVE NEITHER THE SKILLS NOR THE EXPERIENCE 
TO COUNTER THE BOUG AIN VILLI ANS. QUITE CLEARLY, NO 
ONE INVOLVED IN THE NASCENT POLITICAL ARENA IN HONIARA 
CAN VIEW DISINTEGRATION OF THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY 
OF THE SOLOMON ISLANDS EITHER NOW OR IN THE FUTURE WITH 
EQUINIMITY. 
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